Faculty meeting minutes, 9/5/2007

Present: David Saltz, Mirla Christe, Steven Carroll, George Contini, Jade , Kristin Kundert-Gibbs, Mike Hussey, Peach Pittenger, Tina Hantula, Antje Ascheid, Richard Neupert, B Don Massey, Freda Scott Giles, Ray Paolino, Michael OConnell, Rich Dunham, Farley Richmond, John Kundert-Gibbs, Kim Randleff-Rasmussen

Richard Neupert moves to pass the August minutes. Minutes are passed by unanimous vote

Head’s Report:

David Enete has tendered his 2 week notice. The hope is to find a replacement very rapidly, though most good candidates have been taken previously. 

Travel money: the dean has reported usual allocations for travel money are coming through, though details are not yet available. 

Update on the custodial problems (Steven Carroll): emailed problems have been taken care of within 48 hours. Question of maintenance (without complaints) is not clear. Please continue to send emails concerning pressing issues. Dorothy is easier to find that Clarence, so contacting her is better thus far. A/C and external issues are more difficult: short staffing and parts issues. Physical plant is working on the undergrad lounge and 201/205 A/C issues. Please use emails as they produce a paper trail.

Question concerning Cellar Theatre seating. B Don suggests using balcony theatre seating for Cellar Theatre. Replace with the old seats. General approval of the idea. B Don will check to see if seats are able to be swapped out

Architect firm being hired to work on actual renovation plans. B Don and board of regents reps there at the hiring conference. Favored firm is the one that did the first round (name?). Brought consultant Larry Graham and his firm with them. Hope to redo slope and seating and lobby in first phase. Hope to take out walls as well. Promised to include us in deliberations over specific plans. Acoustical engineer hired with this firm. Air handlers will be gone from theatre. 

Fund raising: development office in Franklin is gung-ho about the process and naming portions of the building. Hiring a designer to do a brochure.

Improv Athens and Talley’s Folly will be performing in Seney Stoval theatre on the 7th and 11th. Next group wants to use the space starting on the 12th. Both events are fund-raising events for the grad performers and building renovations. Sports-related theme to attract football-goers. Have t-shirts for the theatre season. Half of cost is profits to the department. 

Also will have a tailgating event for the department. Will tailgate on the 8th for possible fund raising. Banner Herald and Flagpole have carried ads for the shows. 

Thalian 24 hour play competition on Saturday and Sunday the 8th and 9th. 

Friday the 7th: colloquium by George Contini

Standing Committee Reports: 

Undergraduate: 

No report

Graduate: 

Satisfactory progress report from each department. Freda needs faculty input so she can forward input to the general forum. Will have a meeting on the 14th at 12:20 for grad faculty to discuss this.

Agenda items: meeting 10/29 at 12:20 to discuss 2 items: re-enrollment of Kristin and Mirla to the grad faculty; and comprehensive exams—discuss how to make the process the same from year to year. 

Honors and Awards:

Committee will meet soon. Anderson Award for grad students for research. Must be impressive portfolio to compete in this award (designed for science). Possibly “hard” research from dramatic media folk might be competitive.

Big self-nominated awards: Beaver professorship for 3 years (normally curricular). Also Michael Award for creative research project. Richard will let faculty know about deadlines for these. 

Production:

Met last week. Considered student proposals for theatre. Also beginning to consider production dates for next year. Next meeting is Tuesday the 11th from 5 – 6. Rich: have a form for production proposals.

Technology:

First meeting will be Friday the 7th at 9 AM. 

Richard: what other elements are technology committee purview? 

David: teaching needs should come out of tech fee

Kristin: need a new boom mic

Richard: who is in charge of inventory? 

John: this should be the tech person’s job, which is in flux with David Enete leaving.

Rich: where is the TV/DVD setup for the design lab? It appears to be missing, and no one knows where it is. 

We could use better security for these machines, and likely need a better setup for TV/DVDs in general.

Action Items: 

None

New Business: 

Steven: box office for Sordid Lives opens today. Get tix early and encourage students to do so as well: Drama 2000 need to see 2 out of 3 shows this semester

Send in your syllabi to Steven NOW

Meeting is adjourned

