DRAMA 3290 — SCRIPT ANALYSIS
Fall 2006
Tuesday-Thursday 2:00-3:15 pm
Room 352, Fine Arts Building

Dr. Peach Pittenger TA: Linda Chastain

Office FAB 355 Office FAB 309A

Office Hours: T R 3:30-5 pm & by appt. Office Hours: T 3:30-4:30 pm
E-mail: WebCT E-mail WebCT

Required Texts:
1. Backwards and Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays.
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David Ball. Southern Illinois Press, 1998.

. Betrayal. Harold Pinter. Acting ed. Dramatists Play Service.
. By the Bog of Cats. Marina Carr. Acting ed. Dramatist's Play Service

ISBN 0-8222-1856-9

4. The Heidi Chronicles. Wendy Wasserstein. Acting ed. Dramatist's Play Service.

ISBN 0-8222-0510-6

5. True West. Sam Shepard. Acting ed. Samuel French. Inc. ISBN 0573 61728 7
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. Death of a Salesman. Arthur Miller. Acting ed. Dramatists Play Service.

ISBN 0-8222-0290-5

7. The Glass Menagerie. Tennessee Williams. Acting ed. Dramatists Play
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Service. ISBN 0-8222-0450-9.

. M. Butterfly. David Henry Wang. Acting ed. Dramatists Play Service.

9. 30 Ten Minute Plays for 2 Actors from Actor’s Theatre of Louisville’s National Ten-Minute

Play Contest. Michael Bigelow Dixon, ed. Smith & Krause, 2001.

Supplies: colored pencils or crayons for projects.

Learning Objectives:

To introduce theatre students to the basic principles, techniques, and challenges of script
analysis, where the text is examined from a production viewpoint rather than for literary
merit.

To provide students with a methodology that enables them to dissect a play from the
perspective of performer, director, and/or designer in preparation for the rehearsal
process.

To enable students to better articulate their critical positions, both orally and in writing.

Teaching Method:
Class meets two times per week. Teaching methods may include lecture, discussion, class
exercises, assigned reading and related homework.

Participation: Discussion is a crucial aspect of the class. Students are expected to
complete the assigned reading on schedule and to actively participate in discussion over
the course of the semester. To help prepare for discussion, students will complete a
preliminary review form for each play that we read; it is due the same day as the reading
assignment is due. In-class exercises may be used to further facilitate discussion.



* Script Analysis Projects:

Story project for Betrayal

Linear plot project for By the Bog of Cats

Episodic plot project for The Heidi Chronicles.

Action project for True West

Given circumstances project for Death of a Salesman

Character project for The Glass Menagerie

Image and research project for M Butterfly

Final Project—production concept and script analysis for a Ten-Minute
play (your choice)
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* Production Response Essays: Students are expected to see three department
productions this quarter and to write a short (2 page) essay for two of the three shows
(your choice). They are Balm in Gilead (Sept 21-22, Sept 24, Sept. 27-30 & Oct 1); The
Exonerated (Oct 11-13 and Oct 15) and The Man Who Came to Dinner (Nov 9-11 and
Nov 15-19). Additional details for this assignment will be provided.

Grading Criteria: Some significant criteria for the evaluation of analytical projects, written
work, presentations, and discussion include:
* Evidence of preparation for participation in class (i.e. completion—and contemplation—
of the assigned reading).
* Thoughtfulness, insight, and quality of ideas; scope and depth of analysis; persuasive
support and development of argument
* Evidence of mastery of script analysis skills
* Professional/academically appropriate written work and oral presentations
* Grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, spelling, proofreading of written work

Grades will be determined by the following breakdown:

Active Participation (discussion & in-class work) 15%
Story project for Betrayal 5%
Linear plot project for By the Bog of Cats 5%
Episodic plot project for The Heidi Chronicles. 10%
Action project for True West 10%
Given circumstances project for Death of a Salesman 10%
Character project for The Glass Menagerie 10%
Image and research project for M Butterfly 10%
Two Production Response Essays @ 5% each 10%
Final Project—production concept and script analysis 15%
for a Ten-Minute play (your choice)

TOTAL 100%

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Due to the nature of this class, regular attendance is required. You
are allowed up to 3 absences for any reason, including illness, personal matters, university
sponsored events, etc. Use them wisely. After your third absence, your final grade will be
reduced by one full letter grade for each additional absence. You are expected to arrive on time
and stay for the duration of the class. (2 late arrivals &/or early departures=1 absence.)

LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: Late assignments will be accepted, but will be penalized one
full letter grade for each late day. (Exception: late preliminary review forms for the assigned
reading will not be accepted; they must be completed and turned in the day the play reading is
due.)



Exceptions to the attendance and late work policies may be made at Dr. Peach’s discretion
and only for extreme circumstances.

IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY DATES:

Monday, August 21. Add/drop deadline—undergraduates
Wednesday, August 23. Add/drop deadline--graduates
Monday, October 9. Midpoint withdrawal deadline.
October 26-27. Fall Break

November 22-24. Thanksgiving Break.

THE UNIVERSITY’S ACADEMIC HONOR CODE applies to this class, including
attendance and all assignments. All students are responsible for knowing the University’s policy
on academic honesty. All academic work submitted for this course must be your own unless you
have received permission to collaborate and have properly acknowledged receiving assistance. It
is my responsibility to uphold the University’s academic honor policy and report my suspicions
of dishonesty to the Office of the Vice President for Instruction. A full copy of the Culture of
Honesty Policy is available at www.uga.edu/ovpi.

LEARNING DISABILITIES: Please let me know within the first week of class if you
will need accommodations for a learning disability. You will need to be registered with
Learning Disability Services (542-4589).

COURSE CALENDAR
(Assigned Reading is to be completed by the date shown below)

Week Day Date In Class Due/Read
1 R 8/17  Introduction Buy Books (& Crayons!)
2 T 8/22  Story & Plot Structure
R 8/24  Backward and Forwards Backwards & Forwards
3 T 8/29  Betrayal Betrayal
R 8/31  continued
4 T 9/5 By the Bog of Cats By the Bog of Cats
Betrayal Assignment Due
R 9/7 continued
5 T 9/12  continued
R 9/14  The Heidi Chronicles The Heidi Chronicles

Bog of Cats Assignment Due

6 T 9/19  continued
R 9/21  continued (Balmin Gilead opens 9-21)
7 T 9/26  True West True West
Heidi Assignment Due
R 9/28  continued
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In Class Due/Read

continued
continued
True Weg Assignment Due; Balm in Gilead essay due

Mid-semester withdrawal deadline)

Death of a Salesman Death of a Salesman
continued (Exonerated opens 10/11)

continued

continued

Exoneratedessay due

Death of a Salesman Assignment Due

The Glass Menagerie
FALL BREAK

The Glass Menagerie

Glass Menagerie continued
M Butterfly M Butterfly
Glass Menagerie Project Due

continued (Man/Dinner opens 11-9)
continued

continued
M Butterfly Image Presentations

M Butterfly Research Presentations
Man Who Cameto Dinner essay
THANKSGIVING

continued
continued

Wrap-up and evaluations

Final Project due
Dr. Peach’s office 355 between 11 am and 1 pm

This syllabus is subject to change. You will receive advance notice if adjustments are
necessary.



