George Michael Contini



 
UGA Teaching CV

Website: www.georgecontini.com
Degrees Awarded

2000, M.F.A. in Film Production (Directing), University of Miami, Florida.

1983, B.A. with a double major in Theatre and English, Baldwin-Wallace College, Ohio.

UGA Academic Experience
2001- Present 
Full Professor





Administrative Titles

2018-present
Head, Acting Area
2017-present
Associate Head, Acting Area

2003-Present
Director, London Study/Intern Abroad Program 

2009-2012
Director, DramaDawgs Summer Theatre Program

Courses Taught:

FYOS
1001
Going Viral: What Makes a YouTube Star? (Created New Course)

THEA 2000
Intro to Theatre

THEA 3020
Dramatic Writing

THEA 3290
Script Analysis 

THEA 3500
Acting 1 

THEA 3600
Fundamentals in Acting on Camera (Created New Course)

THEA 4300/6300 Queer Theatre and Film (Created New Course)

THEA 4460/6460 London Performance Critique (Created New Course)

THEA 4960
Independent Study

THEA 5010
Acting II (Scene Study) 

THEA 5053
Senior Seminar

THEA
5080 
Production Practicum  (Created New Course)

THEA 5500
Advanced Acting

THEA 5570/7570 Acting On Camera (Revised Course)

THEA 5530
Voice

THEA 5590
Acting in British/Irish Drama (Created New Course)

THEA 5580/7580  Internships in London Theatre (Created New Course)

THEA 5590
Acting in London Theatre (Created New Course)

THEA 7540
Characterization (Revised Course)

THEA 7050
Singing for the Stage (Created New Course)

THEA 
7550
Genre and Style (Created New Course)
THEA 7572
The Actor As Entrepreneur (Created New Course)

THEA 7592
The Business of Acting (Co Revised)

THEA 
7595
Non-Traditional Performance Methods (Created New Course)

THEA 
7006
Graduate Thesis

THEA 
7770
Graduate Internships in Theatre

GRSC
7770
Graduate Teaching Seminar (Created New Course)

Related Academic Work:

2017

Young Dawgs Mentor, The Skin of Our Teeth

2016

Guest Artist: University of West London Musical Theatre

2012

Young Dawgs Mentor, The 39 Steps

2012-present
UGA Teaching Academy, Member

2011-present
UGA Dept. of Women’s Studies, Affiliate Faculty Member


2010

UGA Dept of Medicine, Medical Training Project


Academic Advising

Advise 10-15 undergraduate majors each semester as assigned.

Advise 3-4 graduate students per year as major professor.

Guest Speaker

Demosthenian Society, CURO, Honors Fellow Program, Dean’s Tea, Music School, Art School, Women’s Studies, Psychology, Creswell Residential Hall Studios.

Internships

Oversee student internships both on and off campus covering a range of work in film, theatre, design, marketing, and other media industries.   Developed relationships with professional theatre companies Actors Express, Aurora Theatre, Horizon Theatre, and Georgia Ensemble.
Grants/Awards/Honors
2017

Willson Center Special Funds

2016

Franklin College Graduate Program Enhancement
2015

M. G. Michael Award 
2015

Suzi Bass Award Nomination Best Ensemble in a Play 

2015
Willson Center Sr. Faculty Research Grant 

2012

Provost Summer Research Grant, 
2012-present
UGA Career Center Outcomes Faculty Recognition
2011

Center for Teaching and Learning Summer Mini Grant
2009-12
Sandy Beaver Professorship 
2009

Parents and Families Grant 

2008

Richard Russell Award
2007

ICE Grant 
2006

M. G. Michael Award 
2006

Willson Center Faculty Research Grant

2005

Sandy Beaver Special Teaching Award

2005

ICE Grant 

2003

Willson Center Jr. Faculty Fellowship Grant 
2002

ICE Grant 

Supervision of Student Research

MFA Performance Theses Directed: 15
MFA Performance Theses Committee Member:  28
CURO/Independent Study Research Topics (Samples)

2018   
Lukas Woodyard, CURO, “Immigration and the Other in Performance”

2017
David Foresee, CURO, “Spatial Dynamics and Meaning-Making in London Theatre”
2017
Abe Johnson, New Georgia Grant Recipient, Original Play, “Dead Gay Body”
2017
Abraham Johnson, CURO, “Queer Spirituality on Stage”
2016
Caroline Caldwell“Management and Media Plan for Student Groups”
2015
Tano Touissant, "Gender Performativity in Glengarry Glen Ross"
2015
Abby Holland“Women’s Theatre Collective in NYC”
2014
Caleb Huett,  New Georgia Grant Recipient for his play "Belladonna"

2013
Vallea Woodbury, Graduate Directed Study, "Actors of Color in U.K Narratives"

2013
Giselle Fernandez,  Independent Study "Shakespeare's Insects"

2013
Brittany Lloyd-Jones, Independent Study, "History of Playbills in Great Britain"
2012
Maggie Blaeser, Independent Study---“An Improv Playbook”

2011
Harry Valentine, Independent Study—“Clockblocked, A Radio Comedy”

2011
Tiffany Lee, Grad Independent Study---“A solo show about Marcel Duchamp”
2010
Jake Young, CURO Fellowship--“Micha-one man show about Michael Chekhov”

2010
Maggie Blaeser, Harry Valentine—“Glory Hole, New Georgia Grant Recipient”

2009
Kelly Nielsen, CURO Fellowship—“Creating a Boal Theatre Troupe”

On Campus Creative Research: Acting/Directing and Related Panels/Presentations

2018

Director, Detroit



UGA Theatre Dept.

2017

Director, Always (K)new


UGA Theatre Dept.

2016

Director, The Skin of Our Teeth


UGA Theatre Dept.

2015

Director, Sweeney Todd



UGA Theatre Dept.

2014

Director, A Lesson Before Dying


UGA Theatre Dept.
2013

Director, Pride and Prejudice


UGA Theatre Dept.

*
Panel "Lizzie Bennet: Then and Now"— Willson Center, UGA, 2013.

2012

Actor, Howard Finster, Hidden Man

UGA Theatre/7 Stages

2011

Director, The 39 Steps



UGA Theatre Dept.

*
Cinema Roundtable: “What is the 39 Steps?”, Willson Center , UGA, 2011.

2010

Director, 25th Annual Putnam Spelling Bee
UGA Theatre Dept.

2009

Director, The Grapes of Wrath


UGA Theatre Dept.

*
Willson Center Forum, “These Aren’t Vintage Grapes: Dispossession and Homelessness in 21st Century”, UGA 2009.

2009

Director, Dangerous Liaisons


UGA Theatre Dept.

*
Colloquium,  "Gender and Exhibitionism in Dangerous Liaisons", Co Presenter with Marla Carlson

2008

Director, Misadventures of Uncle McBuck
UGA Theatre Dept.

* 
Adapted First English Translation of Augusto Boal’s Play, Collaboration with Robert Moser, Professor of Portugese, UGA

*
Co-Presented Panel, Theatre of the Oppressed International Conference, 2006.

2007

Guest Artist, UGA Wind Ensemble

UGA School of Music

2007

Director, Trojan Women/Iphigenia in Aulis
UGA Theatre Dept.

*
Interdisciplinary Faculty Reading Group on Ancient Drama, Willson Center
2006

Director, Children of an Idol Moon

UGA Theatre Dept.

2005

Co-Director, Pippin



UGA Theatre Dept.

2004

Director, Psycho Beach Party


Thalian Blackfriars

2004

Director, Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment

UGA Opera Ensemble

2003

Actor, Frank Bush, Virtual Vaudeville

UGA Theatre Dept.

2003

Director, Fifth of July



UGA Theatre Dept.

2003

Director, A Good Man is Hard to Find

UGA/ICE Project

*
Keynote performance at the International Flannery O’Connor Conference, 2003. 
(Collaboration with School of Music)

2002

Director, Patience



UGA Opera Ensemble

2002

Director, The Laramie Project


UGA Theatre Dept.

*
Panel, "Theatre as a Tool for Social Change", Willson Center, 2002.

2002

Actor, Salieri, Amadeus



UGA Theatre Dept.

UGA Committees and Governance

2017-present
University Tenure Review Committee—Fine and Applied Arts

2017-present
Undergraduate Committee

2016-present
Theatre Undergraduate Scholarship Audition/Interview

2013-2014
Peabody Award Screening Committee

2014-15
Search Committee (African American Theatre)

2011-12
UGA Music School Departmental Review Committee

2010-12
Russell Award Committee, (Chair in 2012)

2011-12
Search Committee (Film Theory)

2010-11
Search Committee (Movement, Carribean Theatre)

2012-16
Season Selection Committee, Chair

2008-2017
Dept. Chair's Advisory Committee

2006-10
Undergraduate Coordinator, Theatre and Film Dep.
2006-08 Undergraduate Committee, Chair 

2006-16
Honors and Awards Committee, Chair

2003-06
Season Selections Committee, Chair

2004-08
Fundraising Committee, Dept of Theatre and Film Studies

2003-17
ICE Advisory Committee

Applied Creative Research

Always (K)new—Translating Identities, Queering Borders.  

Collaborated on an original devised theatre piece with Brazlilian Theatre Artist Alberto Tibaji and Columbian Animation Artist Cecilia Traslavina.

Masculine Women, Feminine Men: Early 20th Century Gender Bending Musical Comedy

Restoring and Recreating Lost Gender Bending Musicals circa 1890-1920.  This is a continuation of my research into early 20th Century Performer, Julian Eltinge.

Man/Actress (formerly Put It In the Scrapbook) A multimedia solo performance piece based on the life of American Vaudeville performer, Julian Eltinge.   

2012   

Chicago Fringe Festival

2011

SETC Conference Fringe Festival, Atlanta 

2009

New Orleans Fringe Festival

2009

ATHE Conference, NYC

Professional Theatre Work in Regional and National Theatres
2018

The Book of Will

      Actor

Theatrical Outfit,ATL

2016

The 39 Steps


      Director

Stage Door , ATL

2016

The Little Mermaid

      Director

Aurora Theatre, ATL

2015

The Explorer's Club
    
      Actor

Aurora Theatre, ATL

* Nominated for Best Ensemble, Suzi Bass Awards 2015

2015

Camelot


      Director

Aurora Theatre, ATL

2013-14
Solo Performance Residency
      Resident Artist
Dad's Garage , ATL

*Led Company of Actors through 8-month workshop in writing and creating solo theatre pieces.  

2014

South Pacific


       Director

Aurora Theatre, ATL

2014

One Minute Play Festival
       Director

Actors Express, ATL
2014

Don't Dress for Dinner
      
       Director

Aurora Theatre, ATL

*Named one of the Best Plays of 2014, Atlantatheatrebuzz.com

2013

Assistance


       Director

Pinch n' Ouch. ATL T

2012

Hidden Man


       Actor 

7 Stages, ATL

2011

Beauty and the Beast-Concert           Actor 

Aurora Theatre, ATL

2011

Holy Oaks


       Actor

Emory New Works 

Other Presentations/Panels (samples)
“Staging Queer Stories”---Willson Center Panel, UGA, November 2017.

“Claiming the Spotlight, Using Equity Codes to Create Work for Yourself”—Atlanta Equity 
Panel, April 2017.

"Reading of Red Velvet" ---Conference on Appropriation of Shakespeare, UGA, October 2015.

"Reading of Last Night at Ballyhoo" ---Induction of Alfred Urhy into Georgia Writer's Hall of  
Fame, November 2014.

"An Early Frost—Performing AIDS"---Peabody Award Lecture and Screening, UGA , 2014.

"Critical Evaluation Methods"---Panel Discussion, ICE, UGA, 2014.

“Am I My Resume? From Acting Gay to Being Gay”, Lunchtime Lecture Series, UGA Women’s 
Studies Dept, October 2012.

“Tips and Techniques: Auditioning for Film/Commercials”, Workshop, Southeastern Theater 
Conference, March 2011.

“Creating Distinct Characters: Using Michael Chekhov’s Techniques in Archetype and the 
Grotesque”, Workshop, Southeastern Theatre Conference, March 2011.
“Navigating the Intersection of Arts and Education”, Moderator, Atlanta Coalition of Performing 
Arts, 2010.

Publications

“Michael Chekhov Technique for the Animator”, Chapter in Action! Acting Lessons for CG 
Animators, authored by Kristin and John Kundert-Gibbs, Wiley Publishing, 2008.

Performance Review of Brief Encounter and Gone With the Wind, the Musical, Theatre Journal, 
March 2009.

Performance review of My Name is Rachel Corrie.  Theatre Journal , March 2007.

Quick Guide to the Internet for Theatre and Film, co-authored with Michael Barnes. Allyn and 
Bacon, 2001. 

Volunteer/Leadership/Service (samples)

2017

Guest Artist, Aurora Theatre Apprentice Company, Chekhov Workshops

2009-16
Chair, Education Committee, Atlanta Equity Liaison Committee

2014

Creswell Residence Hall Studios, Acting on Camera Workshop

2014

UGA DramaDawgs Day, Acting on Camera Workshop

2013-14
Connections Mentor, UGA Institute for Diversity

2012

Volunteer Actor, “8” Benefit for Georgia Equality

2011

Guest Speaker, Demosthenian Society

2011

Osher Life Learning Institute, Instructor, “Why is that Funny?”

2010

Speaker, UGA Parents and Families Weekend

2010

Speaker, Abeneefo Kuo Honor Society Spelling Bee

2010

Guest Judge, UGA Idol Competition

2010

Adjudicator, Schuler Hensley Awards

2009-11 
Board, Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts

2007-08 Board Member, Uzupis Theatre Company

2008-Present
Advisor for Student Theatre Group—Next Act

2008-12
Advisor for Student Theatre Group—Justice Agents

2007-08 Advisor for Alpha Psi Omega, Theatre Fraternity

2002-16
Advisor for Student Theatre Group: Thalian-Blackfriars

2002-Present
Honors Faculty Mentor , UGA Honors Program

2002-Present   
Safe Space Facilitator, GLOBES and Lambda Alliance

Professional Affiliations/Memberships

Actor’s Equity Association, Screen Actor’s Guild, Association for Theatre in Higher Education American Society for Theatre Research, Theatre Communications Group , Suzi Bass Awards 
